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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 
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Tears -For What? 


As Grace Rice, sixteen, daughter 
of the pastor, got out of high 
school and discovered the taber- 
nacle burned nearly down the other 
day, she wept in uncontrollable 
grief and could not be comforted 
for a time. At last Mrs. J. H. Wil- 
son of McComb, Mississippi, put 
her arms around Grace and said, 
“Grace, did you ever weep like this 
over lost souls? If one soul is to 
be lost, think how much worse that 
would be than for a building of 
brick and wood to be burned 
down!” Grace said that immediate- 
ly she became greatly ashamed, not 
that she was broken hearted over 
the burning of the tabernacle, but 
that she had never been as broken 
hearted over lost souls. 

Perhaps this then is the principal 
lesson God has for us in this seem- 
ingly great tragedy. We have won 
less souls the further the taber- 
nacle grew toward completion. We 
became more satisfied, more proud. 
We became self-centered. We have 
had already this year about forty- 
two separate baptismal services, 
baptizing from one to seven or 
eight each time. We have been 
happy because a few were saved 
each week. But we were not really 
broken hearted over sinners as we 
ought to be. 

The church at Jerusalem won 
many, many thousands of souls. 
There were some 3,000 added to 
them in one day at Pentecost and 
thereafter multitudes both of men 
and women trusted Christ and 
were baptized. The model church 
of all the churches is the church 


at Jerusalem following Pentecost. | 
There under the administration of | 
the Holy Spirit in supernatural | 
power the apostles directed the | 
work of the church and led in the 
preaching, teaching and soul win- 
ning. Yet they had no building of 
their own. Peter and John preached 
for a time in the temple in Sol- 
omon’s porch. They were arrested 
repeatedly, forbidden to preach and 
yet they preached wherever oppor- 
tunity afforded. They had no cen- 
tral gathering place. We may be 


never once had their entire con- 
gregation present in one service. 
No building was large enough after 
Pentecost. The disciples gathered 
in groups in the homes and were 
taught the Word of God. Without 
much organization, without any 
physical equipment and properties, 
we suppose, they continued the 
blessed work of Christ. In Acts 
5:42 we are told that “Daily in the 
temple and im every house they 
ceased not to teach and preach Je- 
sus Christ.” So in Dallas it is well 
for us to build the Lord a house. 
Surely He would be pleased to have 
it so. But we can be equally sure 
that building a house and meeting 
there for worship will never fill 
the principal requirement that God 
has for a Christian. For more than 
that, God is concerned that we go 
out and preach the gospel to every 
creature. The principal work of the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Church in 
Dallas must be in the homes, in 
the hospitals, in the jails, on street 
corners, in home prayer meetings, 
visiting from house to house — 
anywhere we can find a sinner who 
needs Christ, a backslider who 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Friends Over- 
whelm With 


Kindness 


Many Churches Offer Building; 
Telegrams, Phone Calls, Person- 
al Visits, Offer Sympathy and 
Prayers. 


In every time of stress and 
trouble there are special blessings 
from God. The Bible says, “Bless- 
ed are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted.” We have found 
it so. The Scripture says, “A friend 
loveth at all times, and a brother 
is born for adversity” (Prov. 17: 
17), and while we were still gath- 
ered about the smoking ruins, Dr. 
Wallace Bassett came to tell me, 
“John, I can’t tell you how sorry 
Iam. If there is anything we can 
do we will be more than glad to do 
it.” A few minutes later he was 
back with Mr. Earl Mead, Educa- 
tional Director, to tell us, “We be- 
lieve there is still time to heat our 
building for a service tonight. You 
are welcome to use it and I hope 
you will use our auditorium for 
your services.” I accepted grate- 
fully and asked Dr. Bassett to in- 
troduce our speaker, Dr. Lee, the 
famous Southern Baptist pastor, 
orator, author and soul winner of 
Memphis, Tennessee, and he gra- 
ciously consented. Their hospitality 
was kindly and Christian and for 
it we thank God. 


Hardly had Dr. Bassett and Mr. 
Mead left when Rev. Virgil Fisher, 
pastor of Tyler Street Methodist 
Church, with the church business 
manager, Mr. Green, came to say 
to me, “You can use our build- 
ing. You are welcome to it. We 
will be offended if you do not ac- 
cept our hospitality. You have your 
great program on and we believe in 
the work you are doing and we 
want to show our sympathy.” Bro. 
Birdsall, pastor of the Marsalis 
Park Baptist Church, said, “Our 
building is small but it might be 
you could use it for something. I 
for one would be most happy for 
you to use it and I think my peo- 
ple would feel the same way.” 

Brother E. K. Doughtery, pastor 
of Hickory Street Baptist Church, 
came to see me and most gracious- 
ly offered their building or any- 
thing they could do to help us in 
our distress in carrying on our 
great Bible School program. Rev. 
Albert Luper, pastor of Oak Cliff 
First Baptist Church, telephoned 
to offer their building. Rev. Earl 
Anderson came by the house to see 
me to urge us to come to Munger 
Place Baptist Church for our Sun- 
day night service, saying that they 
would be so happy for us to have 
the building, take all the offering 
and that they would put announce- 
ments in the papers to help get a 
great crowd. Rev. Loren B. Staats 
of the Full Gospel Church at Peak 
and Garland, said, “We have two 
auditoriums, the church building 
seating 700 or 800 and the tahber- 
nacle seating more than twice as 
many. We won’t need both and 
you may use either one.” The pas- 
tor of the Oak Cliff Four Square 
Church, Rev. Jeff Coat, offered 
their building for one service at 
any time they did not already have 
services announced. We are over- 
whelmed with the brotherly love 
and Christian spirit of these, our 
brothers, of various denominations. 
Although Rev. Albert Ott in the 
Bethel Temple was having revival 
services and a full schedule, he 
came by and put his arm around 
me to express his sympathy and of. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGB 3) 
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Tuesday evening at 3:15 while 


Missionary Skivington of the South 
American Inland Mission was 
speaking in the eight days session 
of the Dallas Bible School at the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Tabernacle 
in Dallas, fire was seen shooting 
up about the baptistry. Before the 
fire trucks arrived, flames were 
already out of control and as soon 
as the large expanse of roof was 
reached it raced across the build- 
ing and soon all was in flames. I 
was in the church office preparing 
copy for The Sword of the Lord 
when the fire was discovered and 
I heard running feet. I stepped out. 
side, saw the smoke, told one girl 
to call the fire department, went 
to the downstairs office and Book 
Store to help about getting out 
books, records, mailing list of The 
Sword of the Lord, etc. To my 
astonishment by this time it was 
impossible to get back upstairs. 
Miss Lola Mae Bradshaw, after 
calling the fire department, climbed 
out the upstairs window, let her- 
self down, holding on to the brick 
window sill until helpers below 


Tabernacle Burns To 
Ground During Bible School 


No One Injured Seriously; Loss Probably Between $10,000 and 
520,000. Plan to Rebuild, God Willing, At Once 


caught her by the feet and lifted 
her down. Other workers aided b 
high school students and Bible 
School attendants saved most of 
the stock of the Book Store, though 
a good deal was damaged by water, 
smoke and rough handling. The 
mailing list of The Sword of the 
Lord and files of letters and records 
were saved for which we thank 
God. The addressograph machine 
with which we quickly address 
copies of The Sword of the Lord 
for mailing to thousands of sub- 
scribers was saved, so was the 
graphotype machine with which 
names are stenciled on metal plates 
from which the addressograph 
prints them on the paper or wrap- 
per. 

A good many books in the pas- 
tor’s own library were destroyed, 
ruined either by fire or water. 
Thousands of copies of my booklets 
were also destroyed. We had just 
had a.new printing of Bible Bap- 
tism and there were probably 
15,000 or 18,000 copies of the vari- 
ous sermons and booklets de- 
stroyed. All back copies of The 


I will not here rehearse the fa- 
miliar story of the fast young man 
of the parable. You know what a 
splendid home he left. You know 
what a hard time he had. And 
you remember how, after that sea- 
son of vagabondage and prodigali- 
ty, he resolved to go and weep out 
his sorrows on the bosom of pa- 
rental forgiveness. 

Weil, there igs great excitement 
one day in front of the door of the 
old farm-house. The servants come 


rushing up, and say: 

“What’s the matter?” 
the matter?” | 

‘But before they quite arrive, the | 
old man cries out: 

“Put a ring on his hand.” 

What seeming absurdity! What 
can such a wretched mendicant as 
this fellow that is tramping on 
toward the house want with a 
ring? Oh, he is the prodigal son! 
No more tending of the swine- 
trough. No more longing for the 
pods of the carob’tree. No more 
blistered feet. Off with the rags! 
On with the robe! Out with the 


What is) 


ring! Even so does God receive 
every cne of us when we come 
back. . 


There are gold rings, and pearl 
rings, and emerald rings, and dia- 
mond rings; but the richest ring 
that ever flashed on the vision is 
that which our Father puts upon a 
forgiven soul. 

I know that the impression is 
abroad among some people that re- 
ligion bemeans and belittles a man; 
that it takes all the sparkle out of 
his soul; that he has to exchange 
a roistering independence for an ec. 


Pictures of the ruins of the 
Tabernacle will be printed in 


'on his 


next week's paper. - 


The Ring For The 
Returning Prodigal 


BY T. DE WITT TALMAGE 


Clesiastical strait-jacket. No so. 
When a man becomes a Christian, 
he does not go down, he starts up- 
ward. Religion multiplies one by 
ten thousand. Nay, the multiplier 
is infinity. It is not a blotting out 
— it is a polishing, it is an arbor- 
escence, it igs an efflorescence, it is 
an irradiation. When a man comes 
into the kingdom of God, he is 
not sent into a menial service, but 
the Lord God Almighty from the 
palaces of heaven calls upon the 
messenger angels that wait upon 
the throne to fly and “put a ring 
hand.” In Christ are the 
largest liberty, and brightest joy, 
and highest honor, and richest 
adornment. “Put a ring on his 
hand.” 


I remark, in the first place, that 
when Christ receives a soul into 
His love, He puts upon him 


The Ring of His Adoption 


While in my church in Philadel- 
phia, there came the representative 
of the Howard Mission of New 
York. He brought with him eight 
or ten children of the street that 
he had picked up, and he was try- 
ing to find for them Christian 
homes, and as the little ones stood 
on the pulpit and sang, our hearts 
melted within us. 

At the close of the service, a 
great-hearted wealthy man came 
up and said, 

“Tll take this little bright-eyed 
girl, and I'll adopt her as one of 
my own children;” and he took her 
by the hand, lifted her into his 
carriage, and went away. 


The next day, while we were in 
the church gathering up garments 
for the poor of New York, this 
ittle child came back with a bun- 
dle under her arm, and she said, 
' “There’s my old dress. Perhaps 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Sword of the Lord were destroyed 
except files including three or four 
copies of each issue. Five pianos 
were destroyed, three typewriters, 
the dictating machine with tran- 
scriber and shaver, baptizing 
mimeograph machine and some ra- 
dio equipment. The desks were 
jured but not destroyed. Practi 

all of the office equipment belonged 
to the pastor personally and will 
be seriously felt but God will re- 
place what we need, I am sure. 
Many things, of course, cannot be 
replaced. Happily, some very val- 
uable manuscripts with long 
months of labor were saved, ma- 
terial on two or three large books 
nearly ready for publication. All 
the extra copies of Bible lessons on 
Matthew were destroyed. 


Church Services Transferred To 
Building At Sunset and Tyler 


Without missing a service the 
work of the Fundamentalist Bap- 
tist Church goes on. Tuesday night 
services were held in Cliff Temple 
Baptist Church. Before the 
ice was over the old church build- 
ing at Sunset and Tyler, with audi- 
torium seating 600 or 700 people 
perhaps and with additional Sun- 
day School rooms, was secured. 


SOU « 


| Wednesday morning the sessions of 


the Bible School began there, and 
there the church will continue to 
meet indefinitely. 


The people were shocked, grieved, 
almost dazed by the catastrophe. 
Some wept uncontrollably ag the 
building burned down. But every 
one, I believe, felt that God would 
help us to rebuild it bigger and 
better than ever and that He meant 
it for good. I have heard more 
people refer to Romans 8:28 in the 
last twenty-four hours than ever 
before in my life in any similar 
period. My good people who have 
sacrificed and prayed and worked 
know that God answers prayer and 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Pay Up Subscriptions 


Financially Unable to Carry 
Unpaid Subscribers 


We must carefully go over the 
subscription list of The Sword of 
the Lord and drop all who are ar- 
rears. The reason is, we have a 
big printing bill to pay, the printer 
needs the money and we must cut 
expenses in every way possible. 
By law we are allowed to carry 
subscribers only a short while and 
necessity in this case makes it im- 


perative that we do not send out 


papers except those paid for. 


The great fire last Tuesday de- 


stroyed hundreds of dollars worth 
of equipment and supplies owned 
by the editor. My dictating ma- 
chine, transcriber, shaver, mimeo- 
graph machine, three typewriters, 
Bible and many other books, and 
thousands of my tracts and book- 
lets were destroyed. All this equip- 
ment 1 myself, not the church, had 
bought. We must fit up a new of- 
fice to carry on the work. T will 
feel compelled to give liberally ‘in 
the building of our church. The 
pastor hag no regular salary and 
inevitably when there is a heavy 
drain on the congregation, offerings 
for the pastor will cut down, I 
say these things because the edi- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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i Mahernacle Burns 
- To Ground 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE i) 
E they are not afraid to trust Him. 
No Insurance 


The building wag built on the 
cash basis. We would buy brick 
| @nd pay for them, buy rafters and 
_ pay for them, buy shiplap and pay 
for that and so on with the entire 
4q . In the past year the tab- 
» ermacie had been permanently 
a , the auditorium had been 
beautifully ceiled with Insulite, the 
. Sunday School section had been 
aoored, new and expensive song 
_ books had been purchased, the In- 
termediate Department had been 
seated with’ folding chairs, the 
} Cradle Roll Department had been 
floored, ceiled and decorated. We 
mhever borrowed any money. We 
never took out any insurance. I 
believed then and believe still that 
I had rather trust in the Lord. If 
money were borrowed, I consider 
it only proper to safeguard the bor- 
rowed money, humanly speaking, 
with insurance. As it is, we still 
have God to look to for rebuild- 
ing and I had rather trust Him 
than an insurance company. Be- 
sides, no one can slander the church 
or pastor by hinting that the 
church was burned for the insur- 
ance. 
Building Fund Already Started 
With $541.44 
Tuesday night after the great 
message By Dr. R. G. Lee in Cliff 
Temple Baptist Church, the mem- 
bers of the church were asked to 
remain for a time of prayer and 
counsel. It was decided to go right 
ahead with the Bible School, hav- 


~ 


neapolis ag previously announced 
and to proceed with regular serv- 
ices in the building at Sunset and 
Tyler. The spirit of the people was 
blessed, full of faith and good 
cheer. Brother Sam Morris an- 
nounced, “I want to give the first 
$100.00 check for rebuilding the 
tabernacle.” Another dear woman 
said, “‘Last night I rededicated my 
life to the Lord. I have $200.00 
that I want to give to Him to re- 
build the tabernacle.” It was a 

feof -tears—and consecration. I 
told the people that noone need to 
give until they had plenty of time 
» to pray and know just what God 
» would have them do. But they had 
» it on their hearts and many had 
» already been praying about what 

’ they should do. Another dear soul 
' arose and said, “Perhaps I have 
been too proud of our building, I 
do not know. But I have saved up 
= $50.00, most of it while I worked 
» for $4.00 a week. That money has 
| already been tithed but I want to 
’ give $25.00 on the building fund 
and I will have $25.00 more for the 
| Seats just as soon as you are 
' ready.” Today she brought me a 
' $25.00 check. When I suggested 
© that she pray further about the 


ere eee ee 


‘For Shrubbery/ Rose Bushes, Fruit 


4 

4 

ade Trees, See 
‘ 

. SIMMONS } 
Ninth and Jefferson Streets 
Telephone 9-9028 


i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 


122 W. Jefferson 9-8760 


i i i i i i i i i i i i 


ES J Plt BEE 
: / 7 
4 RAINBOW CLEANING CO. | 
3. CLEANING & PRESSING | 


wo ~~ — ew eee rewwerae 


| THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
/ and of John R. Rice 


* 
ee 
Mew 

, . v 


©)  Emtered as second-class matter, 
") July 18, 1985, at the post office at 

= Dallas, Texas, under the Act of 

i et March 3, 1897. 

es 


ey JOHN R. RICE, Eprror, Pastor of 
_ Fundamentalist Baptist Church 


eo 


- 
es 
sas4 


4 


aT 
old 
« 


_ Published Weekly at 201 East 10th 


ee Street, Dallas, Texas 


ob 
TAY 
-< 
a, 
Ram 


~~) Subscription price, 50 cents per yr. 
.  » Canada and Foreign Countries 

a $1.00 per year 

/ Advertising Rates or Request 


rT a 
oe ie 3B 

aed me. 

¢ . 

eid 

eh 


ing Dr. Moyer come from Min-| 


——— a 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


The Ring for The 
Returning Prodigal 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


some of the poor children would 
like to have it.” 

She herself was in bright and 
beautiful array, and those who 
more immediately examined her 
said she had a ring on her hand. 
It was the ring of adoption. 

There are a great many persons 
who pride themselves on their an- 
cestry, and they glory over the 
royal blood that pours through 
their arteries. In their line there 
was a lord, or a duke, or a prime 
minister, or a king. But when the 
Lord, our Father, puts upon 
us the ring of His adoption, we 
become children of the Ruler of all 
nations. “Behold what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be_called the 
sons of God.” It matters not how 
poor our garments may be in this 
world, or how scant our bread, or 
how mean the hut we live in; if 
we have the ring of Christ's adop- 
tion upon our hand we are assured 
of eternal defences. 

Adopted! Why, then, we are 
brothers and sisters to alt the good 
of earth and heaven. We have the 
family name, the family dress, the 
family keys, the family wardrobe. 
The father looks after us, robes us, 
defends us, blesses us. We have 
royal blood in our veins, and there 
are crowns in our line. If we are 
His children, then princes and 
princesses. It is only a question of 
time when we get our coronet. 

Adopted! Then we have the fam- 
ily secrets. “The secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear Him.”’ 

Adopted! Then we have the fam- 
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matter she said, “I have already 
prayed! I know what God wants 
me to do.” Already there is cash 
in hand, $541.44, and there will be 
a good deal more ready by Sun- 
day. And you may be sure that 
this money is sacrificial money. 
One man attending the- Bible 
School opened his billfold and evi- 
dently put in all that he had, five 
one-dollar bills, I believe, and a 
dime. A Presbyterian pastor from 
East Texas (others came with him 
to the Bible Schcol), consulted with 
his group, and announced that they 
would give at least $25.00. Dr. 
Robert J. Wells told me later that 
he had called long distance to 
Waterloo, Iowa, and that it was 
planned to give the Thanksgiving 
offering in the united service there 
Thanksgiving day for our church 
building. One woman with happy 
tears told how she had found God 
and had been so often blessed in 
the church, that she had now only 
one silver dollar but was giad to 
give it. 

Remember that we had not start- 
ed to take a collection, that no 
one was asked to give. All these 
were the spontaneous responses of 
grateful hearts who loved the Lord. 
A Christian woman from Rising 
Star, Texas, gave $5.00 and stcod 
and thanked God that she had the 
opportunity.» She said, “I thank 
God that I was here when it hap- 
pened. This $5.00 might have been 
used some other way that might 
not glorify God and I praise God 
that I can glorify Him by giving 
it here.” A crippled woman gave 
the last dollar she had. 

A business man who suffered 
last week a great loss by robbery 
gave liberally. This kind of sacri- 
ficial giving by poor people out of 
their poverty will build back the 
tabernacle. Otherwise it would 
seem out of the question. Several 
who are not members of the 
church, Dallas business men and 
Others, have sent word that they 
would help. We give ourselves anew 
to God and trust Him. anew for 
the money and wisdom and per- 
severing faith and labor to rebuild 
our building. As soon as possible 
a careful survey of. the ruins will 
be made. We will see how much 
of the old walls can be used. Plans 
will be redrawn, estimates made, 
and the work, God willing, begun. 
God has helped before and He will 
help again if we are in the center 
of His will with perfect trust and 
perfect surrender. However, this 
time we must care for a much larg- 
er Sunday School and do it soon. 
512 were present last Sunday and 
they cannot be well cared for in 
a temporary place more than a 
mile away and insufficient in size. 
There may be some losses in Sun- 
day School. It is imperative that 
we act as quickly as we can. 


ily inheritance, and in the day when 
our Father shall divide the riches 
of heaven, we shall take our share 
of the mansions and palaces and 
temples. 

Henceforth let us boast no more 
of an earthly ancestry. The insig- 
nia of eternal glory is our coat of 
arms. This ring of adoption puts 
upon us all honor and all privilege. 
Now we can take the words of 
Charles Wesley, that prince of 
hymn-makers, and sing: 


Come, let us join our friends 
above, 
Who have obtained the prize, 
And on the eagle wings of love 
To joy celestial rise. 


Let all the saints terrestriai 
sing 

With those to glory gone; 

For all the servants of our 
King, 

In heaven and earth are one. 


I have been told that when any 
of the members of any of the great 
secret societies of this country are 
in a distant city, and are in any 
kind of trouble, and are set upon 
by enemies, they have only to give 
a certain signal, and the members 
of that organization will flock 
around for defence. And when any 
man belongs to this great Christian 
brotherhood, if he gets into trouble, 
into trial, into persecution, into 
temptation, he hag only to show 
this ring of Christ’s adoption, and 
all the armed cohorts of heaven 
will come to his rescue. 

Still further, when Christ takes 
a soul into His love He puts upon 
it 

A Marriage Ring 

Now, that is not a whim of mine. 
“I will betroth thee unto me for- 
ever; yea I will betroth thee unto 
Me in righteousness, and in judg- 
ment, and in loving kindness, and 
in mercies.” (Hosea 2:19). 

At the wedding altar the bride- 
groom puts a ring upon the hand 
of the bride, signifying love and 
faithfulness. Trouble may come 
upon the household, and the carpets 
may go, the pictures may go, the 
piano may go, everything else may 
go—the last thing that goes is 
the marriage ‘ring, for it is con- 
sidered sacred. 

In the burial hour it is with- 
drawn from the hand and kept in 
a casket and sometimes the box 
is opened on an anniversary day, 
and as you look at that ring you 
see under its arch a long procession 
of precious memories. Within the 
golden circle of that ring there is 
room for a thousand sweet recollec_ 
tions to revolve, and you think 
of the great contrast between the 
hour when, at the close of the 
“Wedding March,” under the flash- 
ing lights and amid the aroma of 
orange blossoms, you set that ring 
on the round finger of the plump 
hand, and that hour when, at the 
close of the exclusive watching, 
when you knew that the soul had 
fled, you took from the hand, which 
gave back no responsive clasp, 
from that emaciated finger, the 
ring that she had worn so long and 
worn so well. 

On some anniversary day you 
take up that ring, and you repol- 
ish it until all the old lustre comes 
back, and you can see in it the 
flash of eyes that long ago ceased 
to weep. 

Oh! it is not an unmeaning thing 
when I tell you that when Christ 
receives your soul into His keep- 
ing, He puts on it a marriage-ring. 
He endows you from that moment 
with all His wealth. You are one 
—Christ and the soul—one in sym- 
pathy, one in affection, one in hope. 
There is no power on earth or hell 
to effect a divorcement after 
Christ and the soul are united. 
Other kings have turned out their 
companions when they got weary 
of them, and sent them adrift from 
the palace gate. Ahasuerus ban- 
ished Vashti; Napoleon forsook 
Josephine; but Christ is the hus- 
band that is true forever. Having 
loved you once, He loves you to 
the end. Did they not try to divorce 
Margaret, the Scotch girl, from 
Jesus? They said: 

“You must give up your reli- 
gion.” 

She said: “I can’t give up my 
religion.” ; 

And so they took her down to the 
beach of the sea, and they drove 
in a stake at\low water mark, and 
they fastened her to it, expecting 
that as the tide came up her faith 
would fail. The tide begun to rise, 
and came up higher and higher, 
and to the girdle. and to the lip. 
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and in the last moment, just as the 
waves were washing her soul in- 
to glory, she, shouted the praises 
of Jesus. 

Oh, no, you cannot separate a 
soul from Christ! It is an ever- 
lasting marriage. Battle and storm 
and darkness cannot do it. It is 
too much exultation for a man, 
who is but dust and ashes like my- 
self, to cry out this moment: “TI 
am persuaded that neither height, 
nor depth, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come nor any other crea- 
ture shal] separate me from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Je- 
sus my Lord’? Glory be to God 
that when Christ and the soul are 
married they are bound by a chain 
—a golden chain— if I might say 
so — a chain with one link, and 
that one link the golden ring of 
God’s everlasting love! 

I go a step further, and tell you 
that when Christ receives a soul in. 
to His love He puts on him 


The Ring of Festivity 


You know that it has been the 
custom in all ages to bestow rings 
on very happy occasions. There 
is nothing more appropriate for a 
birthday gift than a ring. You de- 
light to bestow such a gift upon 
your children at such a time. 
means joy, hilarity, festivity. 

Well, when this old man of the 
story wanted to tell how glad he 
was that his boy had got back, he 
expressed it in this way. Actually, 
before he ordered sandals to be put 
on his bare feet, before he ordered ' 
the fatted calf to be killed to ap-| 
pease the boy’s hunger, he com- | 
manded: 

“Put a ring on his hand.” 

Oh, it is a merry time when 
Christ and the soul are united! 
What a splendid thing it is to feel 
that all is right between my God 
and myself! What a glorious thing 
it is to have God just take up all 
the sins of my life, and put them 
in one bundle, and then fling them 
into the depths of the sea, never 
to rise again, never to be talked 
of again! Pollution all gone. Dark- 
ness all illumined. God _ recon- 
ciled. The prodigal home. “Put a 
ring on his hand.” 

Every day I find happy Chris- 
tian people. I find some of them 
with no second coat, some of them 
in huts and tenement houses not 
one earthly comfort afforded them; 
and yet they are as happy as happy 
can be. They sing “Rock of Ages” 
as no other people in the world sing 
it. They never wore any jewelry 
in their life but one gold ring, and 
that was the ring of God’s undy- 
ing affection. Oh, how happy reli- 
gion makes us! Did it make you 
gloomy and sad? Did you go with 
your head cast down? I do not 
think you got religion, my brother. 
That is not the effect of religion. 
True religion is a joy. “Her ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and al! 
her paths are peace.” 

Religion lightens all our burdens. 
It smooths all our way. It inter- 
prets all our sorrows. It changes 


It 


You would rise up immediately. 
You would stand in the celestial 
streets. You would be amid the 
great throng that forever worship 
and are forever happy. If this 
night some sudden disease should 
come upon you, it would not fright- 
en you. If you knew you were go- 
ing, you could give a calm farewell 
to your beautiful home on earth, 
and know that you are going right 
into the companionship of those 
who have already got beyond the 
toiling and the weeping. 

You feel on Saturday night dif- 
ferent from the way ge feel any 
other night of the week. You come 
home from the bank, or the store, 
or the office, and you say: 

“Well, now my week's work is 
done, and tomorrow is Sunday.” 

It is a pleasant thought. There is 
refreshment and reconstruction in 
the very idea. Oh, how pleasant it 
will be if, when we get through the 
day of our life, and we go and lie 
down in our bed of dust, we can 
realize: . 

“Well, now the work is all done, 
and tomorrow is Sunday an ev- 
erlasting Sunday.”’ 

Oh, when, thou city of my God, 
Shall I thy courts ascend, 
Where congregations ne’er 

break up, 
And Sabbaths have no end? 


Some who are very near the 
eternal world will read this. If you 
are Christians I bid you be of good 
cheer. Bear with you our con- 
gratulations to the bright city. 
Aged men, who will soon be gone, 
take with you cur love for our kin- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


the jar of earthly discord for the , 
In front of | 


peal of festal bells. 
the flaming furnace of trial it sets 
the forge on which sceptres are 
hammered out. Would you not like 
this hour to come up from the 
swine - feeding and try this reli- 
gion? All the joys of heaven would 
come out and meet you, and God 
would cry from the throne: “Put 
a ring on his hand.” 

You are not happy. There is no 
peace, and sometimes you laugh 
when you feel a great deal more 
like crying. The world is a cheat. 
It first wears you down with its 
follies, then it kicks you out into 
darkness. It comes back from the 
massacre of a million souls to at- 
tempt the destruction of your soul 
tdday. No peace out of God, but 
here is the fountain that can slake 
the thirst. Here is the harbor 
where you can drop safe anchor- 
age. 

“Would you not like, I ask you — 
not perfunctorily, but as one broth- 
er might talk to another — would 
you not like to have a pillow of 
rest to put your head on? And 
would you not like, when you retire 
at night, to feel that all is well, 
whether you wake up tomorrow 
morning at six o’clock, or sleep 
the sleep that knows no waking? 
Would you not like to exchange 
this awful uncertainty about the 
future for a glorious assurance of 
heaven? Accept of the Lord Jesus 
now, and all is well. If some peril 
should cross the street and dash 
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eye-care. That means regular 
camination and the best possible 
giasses—if they are needed. You 
can't afford to guess—you have to 
be sure. To protect your income 
have your eyes examined now. 
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| Fall Suits 
$12.50 to $22.50 


PANTS 
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The Young Men’s Store 


MAIN STREET . 
DALLAS 


1611 


your life out it would not hurt you. 
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Pay Up Subscriptions 
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tor and pastor alone is responsible 
for making up the deficit on The 
Sword of the Lord. The paper has 
pever paid its way except in heav- 
enly results. We thank God He has 
made it possible to put thousands 
of dollars into the printing bills 
to keep the gospel message going 
out to thousands every week. But 
the bills must be paid and it is 
only proper and right that those 
who are blessed by the paper 
should help pay them. 

Therefore, pay up your subscrip- 
tion at once and do not miss a 
paper. Subscribe for others if you 
can at all. We must cut expenses 
and meet our bills and keep the 
work going for God the best we 
can. 

The editor and his family live 
very simply and give all we can. 
We ask nothing for ourselves. We 
simply ask that each one do his 
own part about getting out the 
gospel. Pay for your own subscrip- 
tion. Even then you get the paper 
at less than cost. If you feel led 
to do so, you may send an offering 
on the printing bill. It must be 
paid. Some $300.00 is due now, be- 
sides a $450.00 note to be paid or 
renewed December 4th. 

Our hearts are not heavy and we 
are confident that our dear Heav- 
enly Father will never forsake us, 
but prove Himself our ever faith- 

*ful Provider and Friend as here- 
. tofore. We know that the hairs 


*‘ of our head are all numbered and 
¢ He Who clothes the lilies and notes 


every sparrow that falls will never 
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LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ambulance 
Serpide 

— PHONE*Y6-2146 — : 

800 W. Jefferson Dallas : 
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“In the Service of Others” 


POOLE FUNERAL HOME 
Phone 6-0848 


Things Needed In 
The Sword of the 
Lord Office 


Many loving friends will want to 
know what they can do to help us 
carry on the work of The Sword 
of the Lord and to refurnish the 
editor’s office. The following things 
that were lost in the fire are great- 
ly needed. If you have any of the 
following and wish to give it for 
the cause of Christ where it will 
be used daily in getting out the 
gospel, you may communicate with 
us. 


1. Typewriters — we need three. 


2. Mimeograph or multigraph 
machine or other such duplicator 
for form letters, etc. We had a 
new Speed-O-Print duplicator 
which was very fine. 

3. We need Ediphone or Dicta- 
phone dictating machine, transcrib. 
er, shaver and records. This makes 
it possible for the editor to dictate 
at night or when the stenographers 
are busy at something else. With 
the dictating machine, the editor 
can be dictating on one record, 
either letters, articles for The 
Sword or sermons, while the ste- 
nographers are transcribing other 
records and writing them. The 
Ediphone set that we had was not 
new but very useful. 


4. Steel filing cabinets for letters 
and cards. We have many, many 


letters to file, and filing cards for 
church membership, classes, groups 
of preachers to whom we write, 
etc. Perhaps someone has filing | 


forsake His blood-bought children | 
for whom He gave our Saviour to | 
die, and with Him of course “free- | 
ly gives us all things.” 


i. | 


We have long ago ceased to be | 
much burdened about our daily | 
bread. God wonderfully provides | 
that. Our concern now is that His 
work may go on, that sinners may 
be saved and that saints may be 
taught and edified and blessed. Our 
burden now is to get out the gos- 
pel. We trust that readers of The 
Sword of the Lord will understand 
and will promptly pay up their 
subscriptions. Where God clearly 
leads, you may send an offering 
on the printing bill. 


Hear Sam Morris 


WMAZ 


Macon, Georgia 
1180 Kilocycles 


Every Morning 
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WHAS, Louisville, 820 ke... . .6:45 p. 
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cabinets that you do not need and 
would like to have them put in use 
for Christ. 


5. Stapling machine for clipping 
together papers, etc. 

6. Office desks. 

7. Several office chairs. 

8. Bookcases. 

9. Settee. 


The work is the Lord's. Please 
write us if you have something 
you think God would have you 
give. If anyone cares to send money 
to help us equip our office again, 
simply speak to God about it and 
do what He leads you to do. 

Remember the new temporary 
office address is 207 South Beck- 
ley. Mail sent, however, to the old 
address, 201 East Tenth Street, will 
be brought to us. The temporary 
meeting place of the Fundamen- 
talist Baptist Church is Sunset and 
Tyler Streets. 
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The Ring for The 
Returning Prodigal 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


dred in the better land, and when 
you see them, tell them we are 
soon coming. Only a few more 
sermons to preach and hear. Only 
a few more heartaches. Only a few 
more toils. Only a few more tears. 
And then — what an entrancing 
spectacle will open before us! 
Beautiful heaven, where all is 


light, 

Beautiful angels, clothed in 
white, 

Beautiful strains that never 
tire, 

Beautiful harps through all the 
choir, 

There shall I join the chorus 
sweet, 

Worshipping at the Saviour's 
feet. 


And so I approach you now with 
a general invitation, nct picking 
out here and there a man, or here 
and there a woman, or here and 
there a child; but giving you an 
unlimited invitation, saying: 

“Come, for all things are now 
ready.” 

We invite you to the warm heart 
of Christ, and the inclosure of the 
Christian church. I know a great 
many think that the church does 
not amount to much — that it is 
obsolete, that it did its work and is 
gone now, so far as all usefulness 
is concerned. It is the happiest 
place I have ever been in except 
my own home. 

I know there are some people 
who say they are Christians who 
seem to get along without any help 
from others, and who culture soli- 
tary piety. They do not want any 
ordinances. I do not belong to that 
class. I cannot get along without 
them. There are so many things 
in this world that take my atten- 
tion from Ged, and Christ, and 
heaven, that I want all the helps 
of all the symbols and of all the 
Christian associations; and I want 
around about me a solid phalanx 
of men who love God and keep His 
commandments. Reader, would you 


not like to enter into that associ- | 


ation? Then by a simple, child- 
like faith, apply for admission into 
the visible church, and you will be 
received. No questions asked about 
your past history or present sur- 
roundings. Only one test — do 
you love Jesus? 

Some have been thinking on this 
subject year after year. They have 
found out that this world is a poor 
portion. They want to be Chris- 
tians. They have come almost into 
the kingdom of God; but there they 
stop, forgetful of the fact that to 
be almost saved is not to. be saved 
at all. Oh, my brother, after hav- 
ing come so near to the door of 
mercy, if. you turn back, you will 
never come at all! After all you 
have heard of the goodness of God, 
if you turn away and die, it will 
not. be because you did not have 2 
good offer. 

God’s spirit will not always 

strive 
With hardened self-destroy- 
ing man; 

Ye who persist His love to 

grieve 
May never hear His voice 
again. 

May God Almighty this moment 
move upon your soul and bring you 
back from the husks of the wilder- 
ness to the Father’s house, and set 
you at the banquet, and “put a ring 
on your hand.” 
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Friends Overwhelm 
With Kindness 
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fer help. Dr. Marshall Craig, pastor 
of Gaston Avenue Baptist Church 
across town, wired his sincere sym. 
pathy and commended us to God’s 
grace. Rev. W. L. Oliphant, pastor 
of Oak Cliff Church of Christ, tele- 
phoned to express his sympathy 
and assured us of his prayers. The 
entire city of Dallas seemed to be 
stirred. Probably other pastors and 
churches have showed us kindness 
that I cannot just now recall. The 
Same spirit has been shown by the 
people as by the pastors. 

Mr. V. O. Stamps of the Stamps- 
Baxter Music Company owns the 
building at Sunset and Tyler to 
which we have moved our services. 
He graciously offered the use of 
the building, equipped with seats, 
lights and gas. When I went to 
see him today (Wednesday) about 
rental and terms, he refused to 
take any money and said, “You 
can pay the lights and gas and that 
will be all.” I told him that we 
probably ought to pay rent since 
some one else might want to rent 
the building. He said, “Let them 
want. We don’t have to rent it to 
them. We are glad for you to have 
it and there will be no charges. You 
just pay your own gas and lights.”’ 
And he offered to make full an- 
nouncement on his radio program of 
our services which he did today, 
dedicating a song to us, express- 
| ing his sympathy and announcing 
_ our speakers. God bless him. I find 
_ that just now on the midnight pro- 
gram he likewise announced our 
| Services. 
| The newspapers have been most 
kindly in their treatment of the 
_whole subject of our disastrous and 
heart breaking fire. Doubtless their 
| Sympathetic write-up have done 
great good in enlisting friends. 

One woman, weeping, said to a 
good man of our church as they 
Stood together in the great throng 
watching the fire, “I am a member 
of Cliff Temple Baptist Church but 


Although by God’s mercy our 
records were saved from the fire, 
we lost some orders tor tracts and 
books that had just come in Mon- 
day's or ‘Tuesday's mail. in the 
rush of the Bible School these or- 
ders lay on the top of the desk to 
await filling and were destroyed 
in the fire. if you do not get wnat 
you ordered in letters that would 
arrive in Daliags Monday or Tues- 
day, then please write ug again. 
Some letters requiring a personal 
answer were also destroyed, some 


will catch up as soon as we can. 


I feel just like this was my own. 
Let us pray that God will open the 
way for you to have services to- 
night.” So they had prayer togeth- 
er and before they were through 
praying Dr. Bassett was asking us 
to use his auditorium, Cliff Temple 
Baptist Church, that night. In the 
cafeteria the girls who waited upon 
me expressed real grief. Newspa- 
per men again and again expressed 
their sympathy, their admiration 
for the church that paid cash for 
its building which had now gone 
up in flames. A _ colored boy 
brought shoes from the shoe shop 
and standing on my front porch 
before he said anything else he 
said, “I am so sorry!’ The post- 
man stopped to tell one of the girls 
how grieved he was about our loss. 
Children and teachers in the schools 
continually expressed their grief 
and sympathy to my children in 
the various grades today. Nearly 
everybody said, “You people have 
worked so hard for the building.” 
Dozens of people that I would 


to introduce themselves and I sup- 
pose half the time with tears told 
me of their grief. So many peo- 
ple said, “You have been doing a 
great work here.” 

Telegrams and long distance tel- 
ephone calls have come from a 
number of places. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 


Chain references of great 
Bible doctrines, 

Summaries of great Bible 
truths. 

Synopsis to each book of 
the Bible. 


Prophecies harmonized. 

Apparent contradictions 
reconciled. 

Revised marginal refer- 
ences. 

Bible types explained. 

The greater covenants an- 
alyzed. 


The Scofield Reference Bible ~— 


Edited by Rev. C. |. Scofield 
Assisted by Eminent Scholars 


KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


In your spare time, add new 
power in your life by know- 
ing the Bible better. You can 
do it by studying in your 
Spare time at home by using 


A YEAR'S BIBLE COURSE 


which contains 52 lessons, all 
based on the helps in the Sco- 
field Reference Bible. With 
745 test questions and answers. 
Cloth (Handy or Large size 
QE TEIOTD) nceevcsccnsncocetinceteseastes SE 
A copy of this book and a 
Scofield Reference Bible give 
you a complete outfit for a 
whole year’s enjoyable and 
profitabie Bible Study. 
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No. 177X. Concordance, French Morocco binding, 
leather lined to edge, two book markers, India 
paper, gold edges.......... 


No. 183X. Concordance, French Morocco binding, India 


No. 80. Cloth binding, red edges......... 


No. 30. Cloth binding. Red edges Res 
No. 33X. French Morocco binding, Oxford India 


overlapping covers, round corners, red under gold 


No. 133X. French Morocco binding, Oxford India Paper, 


overlapping covers, round corners, red under gold edges, 


Add 15c postage for each book 
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That Will Influence the Lives of Young People for Good! 


Books For Young People 


Lives of Missionaries and Evangelists 
Interesting Short Stories 
Absorbing, Wholesome, Christian Fiction 


COLORED DECORATIVE 
COVER DESIGN 


In His Steps 


Millions of copies of this great book 
have been sold. It has been translated 
into many languages. Cloth bound, side 
10 & a |. Ee cnn enn 50c 

(add 5c postage) 


Probable Sons 


Perhaps the most popular of this famous writer’s books. 
Written that modern prodigals might return to the Father. 
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(add 10c postage) 


Frances Ridley Havergal (Biography) 


Frances Ridley Havergal is known all over the world by 
her poems which are as sublimely beautiful as her | fe. The 
various scenes, incidents, struggles, and aspirations are given, 
and these together with the clusters of fragrant thoughts, 
introduce us to a personality whom we are certain to admire, 
and whose example we cannot but desire to emulate. 
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James Hudson Taylor (Biography) 


The one great lesson taught to us by Hudson Taylor is 
the power of the pure flame of a passionate belief. The Word 
of God was solely and entirely the foundation for his feet. 
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(add 10c postage) 


Ann H. Judson (Biography) 


This is the life of the wife of the renowned “Judscn of 
Burma.” Though a frail woman she dared to venture with the 
gospel into a hostile, heathen land. She may be regarded as 
the first woman missionary of modern times to foreign lands. 
Cloth binding. 96 pages. Price................. Laletieciedabolapaltidartetdelade 50c 

(add 10c postage) 


Pilgrim’s Progress 


Every man, woman, bey and girl 
should read this great book. It has 
been the means of changing the lives 
of multitudes who have read it. Nice 
cloth binding, 286 pages. Price........ »0c 

(add 10c postage) 


Twelve Clever Girls 


Who Became Famous Women 


Stories from the lives of Queen Victoria, Florence Night- 
ingale, Mary Slessor, Priscilla Livingstone and others. Cloth 
Wrenn OO DMM ee. “Price. oe ie in i cd es 50c 


(add 10c postage) 


Twelve Wonderful Women 


Stories from the lives of women such as Fanny J. Crosby, 
the blind hymn writer, Pandita Ramabai, the Italian orphans’ 
friend; Grace Darling, the heroine of the Storm, and others. 
96 pages, cloth binding. Price 


(add 10c postage) 


Twelve Famous Evangelists 


Life stories of John Wesley, D. L. Moody, George White- 
field, W. P. Lockhart, C. H. Spurgeon, Alexander Marshall, 
R. A. Torrey, William Booth and others. 96 pages, cloth 
binding. Price 50c 


(add 10c postage) , 
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Friends Overwhelm 
With Kindness 
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Wonderful Reaction Among Our 
Own People 


This morning as we assembled at 
9:30 for praise and testimony and 
prayer in the Bible School, a man 
arose and said, “I have a testi- 
mony ready and I want to give it 
now.” Then he proceeded. “I used 
to be a member of this church. I 
drifted away. Something Brother 
Rice preached I thought didn’t fit 
the caliber of my gun. I went else- 
where for a time but I have been 
hanging around down here. Yester- 
day when that fire happened I 
knew I belonged here. I helped 
build that church and I am com- 
ing back to help build another one. 
I don’t ask any apologies and I 
don’t make any. I just want to 


come home!” He was mighty soon 


received for membership! 


Many members have testified 
that they had grown careless and 
needed a jolt and that now they 
were ready to get back in the har- 
ness for God and serve Him better 
than they had. Then the testimony 
meeting was broken up as people 
began to give money on the build- 
ing! 

It seemed likely that this tragic 
blow which seemed at first so 
cruel and hard will be a marvelous 
blessing of God to all our people, 
knitting us together in better love 
and understanding. I have been 
touched beyond expression by the 
sympathy and grief of our younger 
Christians whom I have sometimes 
felt did not know me well and did 
not love me as older Christians did. 
I believe now I was mistaken and 
that they do love me. How I thank 
God for their tears and their words 
of comfort to me! I know again 
that it is true that “Blessed are 
they that mourn: for they shall be 


The Sword Book Room 


201 East 10th Street 
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Twelve Mighty Missionaries 


Stories from the lives of missionaries such as Alexander 
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comforted.” God has good in every 
sorrow and all things do work to- 
gether for good to them that love 
God. I can say it tonight (th 
minutes past midnight), as I hav 
said it often before, that, “His yok 
is easy, His burden is light,” an 
I want no other Saviour than the 
one who is my joy, my hope, my 
praise, my righteousness and all 
my peace this night! I have no 
complaint. I can say with David, 
“Thy rod and thy staff they com- 
fort me.” I can say with Paul, 
“Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in in- 
firmities, in reproaches, in necessi- 
ties, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ’s sake: for when I am 
weak, then I am strong.”’ I am con- 
vinced that His grace is sufficient, 
His blessed abounding grace. I be- 
lieve that as Brother Morris says, 
Romans 8:28 does not leave any 
room for accidents. I can say like 
Job, “The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” It was God’s 
house and He had a right to burn 
it, and besides, He had certainly 
good reasons to burn it or to al- 
low it. We will not quarrel with 
His plan which we cannot see. We 
thank Him, by faith, for the bless- 
ings which He will bring. We see 
already a glimmer and we con- 
fidently expect to see the full glory 
of His good will, and that His way 
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is as far above ours as the Heaven, 


| is above the earth. I have no doubt 
tonight about the loving mercy of 


God. I do not need to see all the 
future. I only need to know what 
He wants me to do today. I need 
to trust and have peace, and that, 
by His grace, I will do. And so, I 
trust, will the whole church and 
all of our friends who are grieved 
by what is apparently our great 
misfortune, the burning of our 


large and greatly loved tabernacle. 
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needs teaching and leading back 
to the power of duty or a child of 
God who needs instruction and 
comfort and fellowship. 


In these six years since the 
church was organized July 31, 
1932, we have had, I suppose, seven 
or eight thousand professions- of 
faith, including converts and back- 
sliders who came back to Christ. 
If the building was destroyed, if 
the bricks were thrown away, if 
the lot itself were no longer ours, 
we could thank God for all the good 
that has been done in that biuld- 
ing and by the people who were 
taught and trained there and sent 
out to win souls. We need have no 
grief, no regrets. Every penny 
that was ever spent in the build- 
ing was well invested and brought 
forth an abundant harvest for 
eternity. We have the lot and it is 
all paid for, Much of the building, 
we hope, including foundation, part 
of the walls, and the floor can be 
salvaged. Our God will help us to 
rebuild our building. But let us 
remember that our principal reason 
for building the building must be 
to win souls and train workers and 
teach the Word of God. If we have 
tears for sinners and if the build- 
ing of that tabernacle can be 
blessed of God to winning thou- 
sands, then we need have no doubt 
God will put His blessing upon our 
building enterprise and raise up 
friends and make it possible for us 
to raise the money we need. If 
we seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, putting the 
Lord’s business first, then we may 
be sure He will put His blessing up- 
on our business and our building. 


It touches me and pleases me 
to believe that there are thousands 
who read The Sword of the Lord 
who will be grieved because we 
have lost our large, beautiful tab- 
ernacle by fire. How dear it was 
and is to us! How many bless- 
ings we have received there! How 
many times we have been fed with 
manna from Heaven! How many 
times we have rejoiced there over 
sinners saved and prayers an- 
swered! We must always love the 
house of God, and like the Psalm- 
ist, be glad when they say unto 
us, “Let us go unto the house of 
the Lord.” But God is not-inter- 
ested in houses one-thousandth 
part as much as He is interested in 
souls. May He help us to weep over 
souls and know that if souls be 
saved He will help us to build the 
house that we need! 
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